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son of RafTu'sh-Shan, to the throne and the imprison-
ment of Farrukhsiyar. Najmu'd-dln 'AH Khan, younger
brother of the Chief Minister, and Ratan Chand entered
the palace with an escort of troops and dragged Farrukh-^
siyar out of his private apartments, where he had con-
cealed himself. They blinded him in a most cruel manner
and imprisoned him in a small, narrow room in the fort in
which only those prisoners were kept who were destined
to be tortured for their heinous offences. He remained in
captivity for two months when he was ordered to be killed
in the most brutal manner.1
By setting RafiVd-Darajat, a youth but twenty years
of age, on the Imperial throne the Sayyid brothers
reached the climax of their power* The young Emperor
was suffering from consumption and was incapable physi-
cally as well as mentally of taking any initiative. The
Sayyid brothers assumed control of all departments of the
Government. They took possession of all the Imperial
treasures and other valuable effects in the palace. Qutbu'l-
Mulk, being of an amorous turn of mind, took several
beauties of Farrukhsiyar's zenana to himself. During the
four months of Rafi'u'd-Darajat's reign, the two brothers
in spite of mutual jealousy exercised all sovereign powers
in the State. They retained complete control over the
person of the Emperor so long as he lived.
During the short reign of Rafi'u'd-Darajat, Balaji Vish-
wanath received the confirmation of the provisions of the
treaty entered into between Husain 'All Khan and Raja
Sahu. A firman was issued on the 22nd Rabi'n, 1131 H.
(i^th March 1719) granting the Marathas the right of
collecting chauih from the six Subahs of the Deccan,
including the tributary states of Tanjore, Trichinopoly and
Mysore. The second firman dated the 4th Jamadi i (24th
March, 1719) was for conceding Sardeshmukhi (10 per
cent, of the remaining three-fourths of the same reve-
1 Khafi KhSn, op. cit.f p. 814; Siyar, vol. II, p'. 420.